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The Liverpool Gas Company Building

Radiant House.

Bold St-Wood Street.

The design of this building by the practice of Quiggin and Gee is based around the 10,000 square feet of main showroom area.

The whole building uses a steel frame construction. The Bold Street elevation is veneered with huge slabs of Quartzite. The arcade and architraves to the large vertical windows are of Swedish green marble: the four display windows and entrance doors in silver and coinage bronze.

The Wood Street elevation is of Welsh brick. 

Originally soft toned marble was visible on the walls of the showroom from outside. The arcade pillars at street level stood on an internal marble pavement. There was also a basement showroom to show examples of heavy-duty gas appliances. 

 The gas fired boilers and pumps, which heated the premises and cleaned the air of the structure, are showpieces set behind a moveable glass screen. This was to ensure a sense of pride in the staff and confidence in the public who could see the workings.

First floor had reception rooms and a demonstration area to seat a hundred people. Recitals and plays could also be carried out here. On the same floor were the offices of the principle administrator’s offices.

Four floors were devoted to offices and staff accommodation.

On the fifth floor was a kitchen, which was a permanent exhibition space open to the public.

Sixth floor housed the boardroom, which was as plush as you could get.

All furniture was steel with the exception of the private offices and the Boardroom.

The showroom walls were lined with Trani Mira belle marble. Panelling in the reception rooms is Australian walnut and Macasser Ebony, furniture of the same woods. 

Reputed to be built on the site of the original Golden Eagle Tavern of about 1780. In one of the rooms it is said that a Golden Eagle surmounted on a Golden Onyx fireplace.

It was constructed with the most up to date technology available in its day.

It is hard to imagine a Pneumatic tube system to pass messages to and from the engineers department in the adjoining street being now being anything other than a hindrance but it was intranet of its day. It had two state of the art telephone systems claiming a 30-line public switchboard. And 66 internal extensions. Dictograph instruments for the staff.

It is now an Index catalogue direct to the public type shop.

